
Working beyond SDG3 for health: 
the example of health facility 

electrification and SDG7
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Importance of energy to health services 
(in particular electricity)
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RationaleRationale
Access to electricity a significant concern
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75 countries together account for > 95% of maternal 

and child deaths worldwide

75 countries together account for > 95% of maternal 

and child deaths worldwide

http://www.countdown2015mnch.org/documents/2012Report/2012-Complete.pdf
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Focus on maternal and child healthFocus on maternal and child health

Under-nutrition
(underlying cause)

45%
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Health facilities an essential setting for addressing 

preventable maternal and newborn mortality

Health facilities an essential setting for addressing 

preventable maternal and newborn mortality

� Improving quality of 

facility based care at 

time of birth a central 

strategy

� Electricity (and WASH) 

critical determinant of 

quality of care 

provided
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Energy and health facilities “nexus” 
and linkages with the SDGs

Energy and health facilities “nexus” 
and linkages with the SDGs

Ending preventable 
maternal and 

newborn deaths 
(Targets 3.1 & 3.2)

Access to modern energy, 
share of renewables, 

energy efficiency 
(Targets 7.1, 7.2, 7.3)

Resilience and adaptive 
capacity to climate-

related hazards
(Target 13.1)
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Opportunity associated with sustainable energy 

solutions being promoted to meet SDG7 targets

Opportunity associated with sustainable energy 

solutions being promoted to meet SDG7 targets

Off-grid Solutions

Hybrid Solutions

Energy Efficient 

EquipmentMini-grids
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SummarySummary

� Energy is an important determinant of health, 

– Especially for women and children in the developing world

� Immediate development benefits to come from 

prioritization of health facility energy needs 

– Particularly in rural and remote health facilities which are important 
first points of service for health care

� Policy and planning of health services and energy services 

need to go hand in hand


